SIXTY GLORIOUS YEARS

The above expression was originally used to describe the reign of Queen Victoria, but it could equally apply to Putney Music, which celebrates its Diamond Jubilee this season.

The idea of forming what was then known as Putney Gramophone Society originated in the mind of the critic Ralph Hill in the autumn of 1949 – allegedly in The Arab Boy pub, a stone’s throw from the Society’s current meeting place. The inaugural meeting was on 23 January 1950, when Mr Hill spoke about great violinists. By March that year, membership was almost 200 – the subscription was 15 shillings (75p). Ralph Hill died suddenly in the same year and, after a few lean seasons another well-known critic, Felix Aprahamian, became President in 1958 and remained so until 2002, when he was made the Society’s first and so far only President Emeritus. He died in January 2005.

In 1968 Putney Gramophone Society was renamed Putney Music. During the first season under its new name, membership almost doubled. The reason for the change was that Putney was too close to the Royal Festival Hall and other live music venues to be able to compete on their terms; instead the Society offered its members the opportunity to hear some of the most eminent names in the musical world talk about themselves and on subjects connected with music. In fact this had always been the case, but it was felt that the Society’s old name gave a misleading impression of what it actually offered.

That the programmes over the years have always been of the highest quality is due largely to the husband and wife team of Armen and Irma Tertsakian, and Putney Music has attracted such distinguished guests as Dame Janet Baker, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, András Schiff, Dame Antoinette Sibley, Bryn Terfel and Sir David Willcocks. Both Tertsakians died in 2008, but Margaret Lyons had already taken over as Programme Secretary in 2002, and she still carries on the excellent work of her predecessors to this day. This complex task is vital to Putney Music’s continuance as one of the country’s foremost recorded music societies. The current Chair is Cathy Connolly, who has occupied this position since 2002. The distinguished writer and critic David Cairns is President.

Although not quite the oldest society affiliated to the FRMS, Putney Music is unique in what it does so well, and we look forward to many more years of marvellous evenings spent in the company of the world’s leading musicians and experts on matters musical.
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