Other events to note within the next few months

Rochdale Music Society
Saturday February 11th              7.30pm in Heywood Civic Centre  
                                            PEI JEE NG  cello   CHIAO-YING CHANG  piano
                                                     Beethoven   Barber   Ginstera   Franck 

Saturday March 24th                 7.30pm in Heywood Civic Centre
                                             LELAND CHEN  violin   JOHN LENEHAN  piano
                                             Schubert   Debussy   Wienawski  Gluck  Franck  
                                                                                         
Saturday  April 21st                     7.30pm in Heywood Civic Centre
                                                        BARBIROLLI STRING QUARTET
                                                                   Haydn   Bartók   Verdi

Saturday May 12th                        7.30pm in Heywood Civic Centre
                                                        CHETHAM'S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Bamford Chapel Lunchtime Concerts
January 10
Stephanie Tepper (flute), accompanied by Russell Lomas

February 14
Dan Whieldon (piano) and Gavin Barras (bass)

March 15
Artistes from the Royal Northern College of Music. 
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Our 80th Anniversary year went very well and included a successful hosting of the FRMS 75th Anniversary AGM (see next page). We are well into our more limited programme of two meetings per month which is proving to be a great success with most meetings being presentations by members for the benefit of the other members. This approach is in the best tradition of the FRMS where the members’ interests should be paramount rather than sub-contracting the entertainment to invited guests no matter how good they are. I think we have achieved a good balance of members who wish to present a programme with those who want to listen to an invited presenter. People who only want to listen to outside speakers would probably be happier in a different forum. 

	
Secretary’s Report

I'm sure we all enjoyed the Christmas meal this year; I certainly did. Thanks to Monica and George for all the arrangements. It was a pity that we lost five members this year, and their absence was noted. However a warm welcome to Donald. It only remains for me to wish you all a happy 2012 - don't forget more members are needed to fill the one's lost, or perhaps they could have second thoughts and rejoin.
Kindest regards 
Martin 

	

	News from the FRMS
75th Anniversary AGM

We have been formally thanked by the FRMS for the efficient way in which we organised the AGM, the celebratory meal and the performance by the ‘More than Melody’ choir. The Society was well represented at the meal and concert with about 20 members and guests. 

After the meal Long Service Awards were made to Societies older than the FRMS itself and to individual members who had given more than 50 years service to their Society. A special award was made to Vice President Roderick Shaw who has served several Societies and the FRMS for over 60 years.
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These pictures show Jack Tattersall responding after receiving a Long Service Certificate on behalf of Rochdale GS and also his own Long Service Certificate. Roy Smithson is shown with FRMS President, Lyndon Jenkins, after receiving his own Long Service Certificate.

Daventry 2012
The countdown has started for Daventry 2012 which will be held from 27 to 29 April 2012. Before that the Yorkshire Regional Group will have their music weekend in Scarborough from 30 Mar to 2 April 2012. Details of both are available from George Steele or Martin Wynn.
More information about the FRMS in general can be found on their website at www.thefrms.co.uk or in the FRMS Newsletter which the RGS Secretary will have.

Also on the FRMS website there are some very useful links to many sources of information on all aspects of music.
Guidance note on presenting a programme 

The FRMS has a short handout offering advice on preparing and presenting a programme. Copies available from George Steele or Martin Winn.
Christmas Party

A very successful Christmas lunch was held at Madison’s Restaurant in early December. It was nice to have a restaurant venue rather than a ‘café one’ as in the last two years. Sixteen members attended with three guests. The guests were either partners or close friends of the members. 

The food was excellent and the cost, as part of our 80th Anniversary, was partly funded from the Arthur Kershaw Fund. 

New members

We really need a steady stream of new members joining the Society. All existing members can help by introducing friends to the Society and persuading them to join. 

Extra copies of this Newsletter and our Programme Card can be produced if required as a way of persuading people to join.



